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From the Pastor’s Heart… 
 

For the sports fans reading this, the major league 

baseball playoffs are upon us. If you’re not a 

sports fan, I'll get to the scripture in just a minute. 

There's a lot of excitement when it comes to the 

playoffs. There is often a very fine line between 

winning and losing. An example is the St. Louis 

Cardinals baseball team. They had to win 17 

games in a row just to make the playoffs this 

year. They were excited about playing in the 

playoffs and maybe even the World Series. 

However, it only took one pitch, one hit, and their 

playoff experience was over.  

 The game was tied 1-1 heading into the bottom of the ninth inning. The Los 

Angeles Dodgers were about to bat. It had been a close game throughout. A runner 

got on base, and one pitch later, a home run later, and St. Louis had been beaten, 3-

1. That one hit changed the atmosphere in both dugouts. One dugout was full of 

excitement and joy. The other dugout could hardly take in what had happened. As 

long as it took for the ball to go over the fence in the outfield, emotions changed. 

Sometimes our experiences are about winning or losing. No ties. No moral 

victories. 

 For Christians, while this life is not a game that is played where the team 

with the winning score wins, the Bible does tell us we are to do our best to win. 

Winning means gaining eternal life. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Paul talks about the 

idea of competition. I want you to read all four verses, but I just want to highlight 

one. In verse 24 he writes: “Don’t you know that those who run in a race all run, 

but one receives the prize? Run like that, that you may win.” Paul was probably 

referring to the Isthmian games. They were sort of like the Olympics where athletes 

competed in different events, including racing. To Paul, the goal was to win, not 

just finish. We are challenged to live our lives to win, which means to please God, 

to show Christ in what we do. 

 Winning doesn’t just happen with one pitch. Winning takes place way 

before the game starts. Training, working out, disciplining our bodies to be 

conditioned are all part of getting to the point of winning. Living a life pleasing to 

God is more than just a one decision event. Accepting Christ as our Savior is 

important, and indeed the first step. However, it goes deeper than that. Living our 

lives in a way to please God comes from disciplining ourselves to being obedient to 

Him. It involves us practicing prayer and Bible reading. It involves us studying 
God’s word so that we can hide it in our hearts. Winning is about an attitude, a 

mindset. True, it is great to win the game. But it is more important to put ourselves 

in a position to win. We do this by preparing and practicing living for God. Until 

next week…. 

 

Peace and Blessings…  Johnny 

 

Please mail all correspondence to:   P.O. Box 30954, Raleigh, NC  27622 

                                          Church location: 4408 Lead Mine Rd Raleigh, NC  27612  Phone: (919) 781-5345            

             Email: cvbc@crabtreevalleybaptist.org         Website: www.crabtreevalleybaptist.org 

          Church Office hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm (closed on Friday) 

 

 

 
 

This week Pastor Johnny will be in the 

office on Saturday, October 16 from 

9am-noon. 

 

 

 

 

 
Deacons Meeting 

Sunday, October 17 at 2:30pm 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Join us in-person or online  

on Sunday at 11am    
Visit our website or find us on Youtube. 

www.crabtreevalleybaptist.org   
 

 

Church office information:  
Interim Pastor  Rev. Johnny Richards 

Music Director  Risa Poniros   

Secretary  Peggy Utley   

Youth Director  Anna Clark 

Website updates/maintenance  

webmaster@crabtreevalleybaptist.org 

 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns: 
 HOME 
  Catherine Mullins 

  Jane Williams 

  Frank Mills (pancreatic cancer) 

  Anne Barden  

  Jetta Lewis  

  Marci Phelps – Charlotte’s daughter (friend of Jean Glosson) 

  Charlotte Phelps (friend of Jean Glosson) 

  REHAB & CARE FACILITIES: 
  Anne Jenkins – Morningside on Dixie Trail - Room 132 

  Johnnie Grubbs – Cambridge Hills of Pittsboro – Room 208 

  Bonnie Wright –The Reserve at Mills Farm in Apex – Villa A 

  Greg Small – The Oaks at Whitaker Glen (formerly 

Mayview) 

  OTHER:   
  Sonshine Person of the Week 

The Price family – Missionaries in Wales 
 

 
October Sermon Series 

“Keeping Our Focus in a Chaotic World” 
 

October 17 
We Need to Calibrate Our Lives to Christ 

 (Proverbs 4:20-27) 
 

October 24 
We Need to Discern God’s Direction   

(John 10:1-18) 
 

October 31  
Is It Really Wrong to Do This?  

(Genesis 3:1-7) 
 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday Night Bible Study for October: 

I Chronicles, Chapter 4 

 

October 13 

That You Would Enlarge My Territory 

 

October 20  

That You Would Let Your Hand Be with Me 

 

October 27 

That You Would Keep Me from Harm 

 

 

SHARE THE SONSHINE 
Share the Sonshine is an outreach ministry. We can all be a 

part of this ministry by praying for these individuals, sending 

cards or making phone calls. 

 

Person of the Week for Oct 10-16 

Johnnie Grubbs – Room 208 
Cambridge Hills of Pittsboro 

140 Brookstone Lane 
Pittsboro, NC  27312 

 

 

 

 

Deacon for this week:    10/10  Keith Harris 

Deacon for next week:   10/17  Gene Sherwood 

 

 

Properties for October:   Whitt Stallings 

 

 

Monthly Sunday Morning Greeters: 

1st   Frances Viano    2nd   Iva Snyder 

3rd & 5th  Cecil Brown  4th  Dee Bullock 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Wedding Shower Brunch for Ashley and Tyler on Sat, 

Oct 16 from 10am-noon. This is open to all of the church 

(not just the ladies). If you would like to give a gift to the 

couple, Ashley and Tyler have requested gift cards such as – 

Amazon, Walmart, Target or Food Lion. Update: The theme 

for the shower is Kitchen & Bath. Color preferences: white 

and grey for kitchen and bath towels, need various baking 

and cookware items. 

 

   


